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Metro New Orleans



The	population	of	metro	New	Orleans	continues	to	grown	
post-Katrina.	

Total	population
Metro	New	Orleans

Source: The Data Center analysis of U.S. Census Bureau Decennial Census and Population Estimates
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Share	of	
total	population	
by	race/ethnicity,	
New	Orleans	metro

Although	the	New	Orleans	metro	lost	a	significant	number	of	
blacks	since	2000,	the	gains	in	Asians	and	particularly	Latinos	
mean	that	the	metro	continues	to	become	increasingly	diverse.

Source:	The	Data	Center	analysis	of	data	from	U.S.	Census	Bureau	Decennial	Census,	and	authors’	projections.



Every	parish	has	experienced	an	increase	in	the	Hispanic	
population	since	2000	– most	notably	Jefferson.

Source:	The	Data	Center	analysis	of	U.S.	Census	Bureau	data	from	Census	2000	and	Population	Estimates	2014.

Hispanic	population
by	parish



Although	the	New	Orleans	metro	has	a	smaller	share	of	
Hispanics	and	Asians	than	the	U.S.,	it	is	still	significantly	more	
non-white	than	the	national	average.
Race/ethnicity
New	Orleans	metro	and	the	U.S.

Source:	The	Data	Center	analysis	of	U.S.	Census	Bureau	data	from	Census	2000	and	Population	Estimates	2014.









“Weak City” Metros



Aspirational Metros



Source: The Data Center analysis of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.  
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By 2014, metro New Orleans had reached 5 percent above its 2008, pre-
recession jobs level, while the nation reached only 1 percent above its 2008 
level.



Source: The Data Center analysis of data from EMSI, The U.S. Cluster Mapping Project, and Moody’s Analytics.17

Jobs in knowledge-based clusters have grown substantially since 2010 including in construction 
products & services (an essential part of the water management cluster), video production, and 
electric power generation, which have grown 14%, 90%, and 22% respectively.



Source: The Data Center analysis of data from EMSI and The U.S. Cluster Mapping Project.
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Local clusters naturally rise and fall in relation to population increases and 
declines. Most pay lower than average wages.



Source: The Data Center analysis of data from the Regional Economic Information System, BEA data. 20

Following Katrina, average wages in metro New Orleans rose to meet the 
national average for the first time since 1985, but have since slipped to 4 
percent below.



Source: The Data Center Analysis of data from Air Carrier Statistics Database, Office of Airline Information,  
Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of Transportation Statistics.22

New Orleans airport traffic rebounded well from the Great Recession and has 
grown 22 percent since 2008, well above most aspirational metros and the 
nation.



Source: The Data Center Analysis of data from Kauffman Index of Entrepreneurial Activity.
Note: Data is not available for eight of the 57 “weak city” metros.23

Business starts-ups have dipped post recession, but metro New Orleans rates 
continue to exceed national rates by 64 percent and aspirational metros by 
40 percent. 



Source: The Data Center analysis of data from Mattermark, the U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census & 
Population Estimates 2006-2009, 2011-2014.
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Venture capital funding has doubled in metro New Orleans from $16 per 
capita in 2010 to $32 in 2014, but is only a fraction of that in competitive 
metro Austin.



Sources: The Data Center analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census & American Community 
Survey 2013.25

By 2013, only 27 percent of adults in metro New Orleans had at least a 4-
year degree compared to 30 percent nationwide.



Source: The Data Center analysis of data from Moody's Analytics (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: CES, 
QCEW).
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Job centers have shifted across the region. Parishes upriver and on the north 
shore are now home to 24 percent of all the metro’s jobs.



Sources: The Data Center analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census & American Community 
Survey 2013.
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Median household income for whites in metro New Orleans is on par with 
whites nationally. But income for blacks in 2013 was 20 percent lower than 
blacks nationally, and thus 54 lower than whites locally.



Employment rates differ by race and 
gender. XXX

Source: The Data Center analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census & American Community Survey 
2013.
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While employment for white males in the N. O. metro is on par with 
aspirational metros at 77% , black male employment at 57% is below 
aspirational metros (62%) and has not significantly increased since 2000.
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Sources:	U.S.	Census	Bureau,	Survey	of	Business	Owners	&	Population	Estimates	Program.
*	Receipts	data	is	estimated	for	Hispanics	in	2002.

Minority-owned businesses and receipts
Relative to minority share of the population

Our share of all businesses that are minority-owned is greater than the 
nation. But benefits have not been fully realized because these businesses 
are receiving only 2 percent of all receipts.



Source: The Data Center analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census and American Community 
Survey, 2010 & 2013.39

New Orleans is more unequal than the national average. The ratio of the 
income of the top 95% of households to the bottom 20% is 15:1 in New 
Orleans. It’s 9:1 for the U.S.
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The share of New Orleans’ white households in the top national income 
quintile grew from 25% in 1999 to 30% in 2013. Black households saw 
increases only in the lowest income quintile.



Source: The Data Center analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census & American Community Survey 2013.
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The share of the metro’s poor that lives in suburbs continues to expand, 
rising from 46 percent in 1999 to 59 percent by 2013.





Unbanked	and	Underbanked	Households
2010-2011



Consumers	with	Subprime	Credit	Scores	
2011





Sources:  Brady 
Couvillion, John 
Barras, Gregory 
Steyer, William 
Sleavin, Michelle 
Fischer, Holly Beck, 
Nadine Trahan, Brad 
Griffin, and David 
Heckman, “Land area 
change in coastal 
Louisiana from 1932 to 
2010,” U.S. Geological 
Survey Scientific 
Investigations Map 
3164, (2011). 
Note: 1932 and 1956 
land area data are 
derived from a 
different source of 
imagery than later 
years. Thus, there are 
issues of comparability 
with these time 
frames.

Fully 29 percent of the coastal wetlands that 
protect metro New Orleans have converted to open 
water since 1932.

61

Fully 29 percent of the coastal wetlands that protect metro New Orleans 
have converted to open water since 1932.
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Coastal areas are second only to inner cities in terms of having high 
ratios of jobs to the number of people who live there. 

Coastal areas as job generators, 2011
Southeast Louisiana

45
Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Local Employment Dynamics, 2011.

The	Coastal	Index



Source: Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan

Water management represents a 
particularly interesting opportunity.
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Demand Drivers of Water Management

47The	Coastal	Index



Source: The Data Center analysis of data from EMSI, The U.S. Cluster Mapping Project, and Moody’s Analytics.17

Growth in water management is offsetting losses in oil & gas and 
water transportation.



With 75 percent of jobs in occupations offering hourly wages over 
$15 an hour, water management offers high returns for modest 
amounts of training.

Percent of jobs by wage level, 2013
Southeast Louisiana

Percent of jobs in water management by wage level and by training, 2013
Southeast Louisiana

Source: The Data Center’s analysis of data from EMSI.
The	Coastal	Index



Conclusion
• Ten years after Katrina, the regional economy is embarking on a new 

path, benefitting from new infrastructure investments, a more diverse 
set of clusters, and an entrepreneurship boom.

• Despite economic and reform-driven progress, metro New Orleans is 
performing worse than the nation and other fast-growing southern 
metros on many measures of economic disparity.

• New Orleanians must simultaneously restore their coast while growing 
prosperity that benefits broader segments of the population. 

• If successful, New Orleans’ efforts will serve as a global demonstration 
of deliberate adaptation to the challenges that many cities will face in 
the century ahead.

Source: http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/LouisianaCoastalArea.aspx



Check out the full report online @

datacenterresearch.org


